A self-verification model of social anxiety views negative social self-esteem 9 as a core feature of social anxiety. This core feature is proposed to be maintained through 10 self-verification processes, such as by leading individuals with negative social self-esteem to 11 prefer negative social feedback. This model is tested in two studies. Methods: In Study 1, 12 questionnaires were administered to a college sample (N = 317). In Study 2, questionnaires 13 were administered to anxiety disordered patients (N = 62) before and after treatment. Results: 14 Study 1 developed measures of preference for negative social feedback and social self-esteem, 15
Introduction

22
High levels of social anxiety, such as those associated with social anxiety disorders, 
32
The two studies described in this article provide tests of hypotheses that are consistent 33 with these ideas. These studies are derived from an approach to social anxiety drawing on 34 self-verification theory (Swann, 1983; Wallace and Alden, 1997) . Theorists have viewed self-35 verification as one of several core motives that individuals may have regarding the self (e.g. 36 Morling and Epstein, 1997; Sedikides and Strube, 1997). Self-verification theory suggests 37 that individuals seek out, elicit, and prefer information congruent with their self-images, 38 and dislike, dismiss, and disbelieve incongruent information. The self-verification view of 39 social anxiety suggests that some problematic interpersonal behaviors that contribute to social 40 anxiety are performed with the goal of maintaining a negative self-image. To fully understand 41 these problematic behaviors, one must have a firm grasp of the nature of the negative self-42 image that is possessed by those who are socially anxious.
43
Social self-esteem 44 Social anxiety is believed to be characterized by a negative self-concept in terms of social 45 behavior. Moscovitch (2009) proposes that social anxiety involves a view of the self as defi-46 cient in social skill, social anxiety, social value, and character (Moscovitch, 2009) . Similarly, 47 Turner, Johnson, Beidel, Heiser and Lydiard (2005) propose that social anxiety involves 48 images of the self as socially awkward, unskilled, and incompetent. Hook and Valentiner
49
(2002) offer a characterization, proposing that social anxiety involves a view of the self as not 50 worthy and not deserving of, nor likely to receive, warmth, affection, friendship, and love. 51 An examination of negative self-concept underlying social anxiety, as suggested by these 52 descriptions, requires a measure of social self-esteem. Operationalizing this aspect of self-53 image offers a means for examining whether the emphasis on social behavior is useful for 54 understanding social anxiety, as maintained by prominent conceptualizations of social anxiety 55 (e.g. Clark and Wells, 1995) . Based on such ideas, we hypothesize that social anxiety is 56 especially related to low social self-esteem rather than to low general self-esteem. The two 57 studies described in this article test this idea. Although likely to be strongly associated with 58 low general self-esteem, low social self-esteem is thought to incorporate beliefs that the self 59 is socially incompetent and lacking in social value. 60 In these studies, social self-esteem was assessed via modification of items from the 61 Rosenberg Self Esteem Scale (RSES, Rosenberg, 1965 Table 1 ).
159
Partial correlation analyses were used to test the hypothesis that there would be negative 160 relations between social self-esteem and preference for negative social feedback. These data 161 show that, as predicted, there was a significant relation between social self-esteem and the 162 preference for negative social feedback, even after controlling for all other variables assessed. 163 Partial correlation analyses were also used to test the hypothesis that there would be 164 negative relations between social self-esteem and social anxiety. These data also show that, as 165 predicted, there was a significant relation between social self-esteem and social anxiety, even 166 after controlling for all other variables assessed. This latter association appears especially 167 robust given the high first-order correlation between the general self-esteem measure and the 168 social self-esteem measure, and between the general preference for negative feedback measure 169 and the preference for negative social feedback measure.
170
Partial correlation analyses were also used to test the hypothesis that there would be 171 negative relations between preference for negative feedback and social anxiety. Although the 172 unadjusted correlations show that negative social feedback also was associated with social 173 anxiety, partial correlation analyses revealed that this relation disappeared when controlling 174 for social self-esteem. These results indicate that the preference for negative social feedback 175 is not directly related to social anxiety. We speculate that it may be indirectly related to social 176 anxiety through the action of low social self-esteem. 177 The results depicted in treatments successfully reduce social anxiety, then they may also increase social self-esteem. 205 Less obvious is whether the treatment should alter the preference for negative social feedback. 206 We hypothesized that the preference for negative social evaluation would be largely unaffected 207 by a treatment that reduces social anxiety and fears of evaluation. This is examined by looking 
Results and discussion
287
Correlations among constructs 288 Table 2 presents means, standard deviations, and reliabilities (all at acceptable levels) for the 289 measures collected in Study 2, along with intercorrelations among all measures. Given the 290 directional nature of our predictions, the a priori cut-offs for inferential tests were one-tailed. 291 One purpose of Study 2 was to test the hypothesis that social anxiety was substantially 292 unrelated to fears of evaluation. Indeed, the results in Table 2 show that at pre-treatment, The results in Table 2 also show that at pre-treatment, preference for negative feedback of questionnaire administration (pre-versus post-treatment) was the within-subjects variable.
321
The results of the ANOVAs are presented in Table 3 . Table 3 also presents the pre-and post-322 treatment means and standard deviations of the measures for each diagnostic group.
323
The effectiveness of the social anxiety treatment is reflected in the significant Diagnostic that the results of those studies converge with other studies using different methodology (see 389 Sedikides and Strube, 1997; Swann, 1990 In addition, the consistency in findings across the two studies, despite the differences in 
